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SUBJECT: HOSTSHIP OF 1976 FAO LATIN AMERICAN REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE 

1. DEPARTMENT IS CONSIDERING ADVISABILITY OF SEEKING TO 
HOST 1976 BIANNUAL EAO REGIONAL CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON AS 
ADDITIONAL INDICATION OF U.S. WILLINGNESS TO COOPERATE IN 
IMPROVING FOOD PRODUCTION IN LATIN AMERICA AS INDICATED BY 
THE SECRETARY IN ATLANTA. SITE WILL BE DECIDED AT 1974 
CONFERENCE IN PANAMA CITY AUGUST 12-23. 

2. DEPARTMENT UNDERSTANDS THAT ARGENTINES HAVE SOUGHT UN- 
SUCCESSEULLY TO HOST THE TWO MOST RECENT CONFERENCES. 
AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND, DEPARTMENT REQUESTS THAT EMBASSY 
APPROACH GOA NOTING THE UPCOMING MEETING AND THE DECISION 
TO BE MADE ON THE 1976 CONFERENCE SITE AND ASKING IF THE 

GOA PLANS TO SEEK HOSTSHIP. IF ARGENTINES RESPONSE IS POS- 
ITIVE, EMBASSY SHOULD INDICATE U.S. SUPPORT FOR THE GOA 
MOVE AND COMMEND THE INITIATIVE. IF GOA DOES NOT WISH TO 
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MOST APPROPRIATE PLACE FOR THAT CONFERENCE. WE ARE CONSID- 
ERING PROPOSING WASHINGTON AS 1976 SITE IN ORDER TO EMPHA- 
SIZE U.S. INTEREST IN IMPROVING POOD PRODUCTION CAPACITY 
WITHIN THE REGION WHICH THE SECRETARY EMPHASIZED IN THE 
ATLANTA OAS MEETING. SHOULD THE USG DECIDE TO PROPOSE 
WASHINGTON AS THE 1976 SITE IN PANAMA, WE WOULD HOPE THAT 

WE MIGHT HAVE THE SUPPORT OP ARGENTINA. SISCO 
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